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" AROUND IT AND FERTILIZE IT;
IT MAY BEAR FRUIT IN THE FUTURE.

IF NOT YOU CAN CUT IT DOW ‘
LUKE 13:8-9 ) gl
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TRUST IN GOD

Elizabeth Barret Browning wrote, “Earth’s crammed with heaven, And every common
bush afire with God, But only he who sees, takes off his shoes; The rest sit round it
and pluck blackberries.” We are challenged today to experience the mystery of God
with the image of Moses and the burning bush—a God who answers all questions
in a simple, bold manner. Like an exasperated parent telling a child “Because | said
s0,” God tells Moses “l am who | am,” and “tell the Israelites | AM sent me to you.”
God may as well have said, “Save all your questions, and trust in me. Quit being so
stubborn.” The passage from First Corinthians reminds us what happened when the
Israelites did not listen to God’s message. They grumbled and complained because
manna from heaven was not enough! Lastly, an annoyed Jesus calls on his listeners
to repent and uses a difficult parable to stress transformation.

A CONTINUOUS LENT

In the Rule of Saint Benedict, the monks are told that their lives should be a “contin-
uous Lent.” At first, this may sound like a negative, difficult thing, or entirely depress-
ing. Rather, it is simply a call to be open and continue growing. In fact, one of the
vows that Benedictines profess is Conversatio Morum, that is, “conversion of life.”
In a nutshell, that is what Jesus is saying this week. We are being called to change
our lives. Some people came to Jesus with gossip and a gruesome story about Pi-
late; Jesus challenged them with a couple of pointed questions, and then related the
parable of the fig tree. To put it in context, usually figs blossom within two years, and
then can be harvested twice a year. When a tree has been barren three years, it might
be best just to remove it, but this is not the approach that Jesus suggested. Rather,
the gardener in the parable chose to nurture the tree, fertilizing it with dung. He was
not willing to give up on it.

GROWTH

There are times when we may feel our lives are covered in dung, and we lie dormant
through a plethora of difficult and painful moments. But Jesus is calling us to use
this time, to draw strength from it, to use the dung in our lives as fertilizer, to begin
a slow and steady transformation to a new and better place, until we too can bear
fruit. Growth is always a process, and we have to start somewhere. While there is
always a call to repentance and conversion, we are blessed with a God who is loving
enough and patient enough to wait for us

to come to our senses, however long that TODAY'’S READINGS
may take. This Lent we are being called to

life. We are called to repent. We are called Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15

to be nurtured and fertilized and take the Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11
time and effort to grow. 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12

Luke 13:1-9




Mass Intentions For the Week This Week in Our Parish

TUESDAY, March 22
5:15 pm Agnes Elbert T
WEDNESDAY, March 23
Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
7:00 am Nancy Peterson T
THURSDAY, March 24
Saint Oscar Romero, Bishop
7:00 am Larry & Bert Kloeppel T
FRIDAY, March 25
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
7:00 am Fern Grimm t
SATURDAY, March 26
4:30 pm Nancy Johnson T
SUNDAY, March 27
8:00 am Randee Lone t
10:00 am St. Mary’s Parish Family

MONDAY, March 21
10 am & 6 pm—Men’s Bible Study (mr 1)
10 am—Women’s Bible Study (mr 2)
6 pm—Women'’s Bible Study (Panera Bread)
THURSDAY, March 24
7:30 am-7:00 pm—Adoration (church)
SUNDAY, March 27
11:00-1:00 pm—Confirmation Class

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4;
Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9;
Mt 18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;
Mt 5:17-19
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;
Lk 11:14-23
Friday: Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10;
Lk 1:26-38
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-21ab;
Lk 18:9-14

Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 5:8-14;
In9:1-41[1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]

0

During Lent, the Stations of the Cross
will be prayed every Friday at 7:00 pm.
This devotion is a wonderful family prayer
that takes less than thirty minutes.

FORGIVENESS
Those who cannot forgive others break the

bridge over which they themselves must pass.
—Confucius

March Income Report

Bullein Advst e of the Week

Catholic Cruises and Tours
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Please patronize our advertisers and let them know you
appreciate their support of the Parish Bulletin.

March Week 1 March Still Needed
Income (1st-6th) Budget / Estimated
Expense
Weekly
Envelopes & | 21,800.00 70,083.34 Needed
ACH 48,283.34
Plate
Needed
250.00 666.67 416.67
Maintenance Needed
Estimated 759.38 3,000.00 2.278.12
Utilities
. Needed
Estimated 1,025.00 4,100.00 3.075.00




Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Lenten Reconciliation Schedule
All Services begin at 6:30 pm

March 24—St. Ann’s, Carthage
March 31—St. Canera’s, Neosho
April 7—Sacred Heart, Webb City

Please Pray For...
Annette Taylor  Joycelynn Straw
Jimmy McKell
Larry Buehler Waylon Campbell
Christy Fortino Meier Mary Lou Teeter
Josh Lordemann  Jason Yost
Percy Blinzler  Judy Bashor
Shirley Chandler  Doris Sweeney
Scott Grigsby Victoria Even
Lawrence & Susan Filosa
Patricia Williams  Dorothy Lowry
Debbie Randall Mary Lou Timpe
Judy Clarkson  Tracey Straub
Henry Schluter Joanne Bauni
Frank Slawinski  Melissa Plant
Jennifer McKeough  Doug Glynn
Scottie Black  Sharon Reeve
Brenda Glynn  Nancy Roark
Doloris Sonntag  Sara Metts
Ann & Charlie Bunnell
Susan Koeppen Kamron McKeough

Richard Wilson Mike Tettamble Jr. & Sr.

George Grimm  Katie Wilson
Luke Babcock Dick Graue
Pat & Ryan McShane
Jari Rusnack Jamie Wilson
Elizabeth Ruddock  Karen Burns
Joyce Steuber  Irene Marshall
Sharon Stribling  Verle Gilbert
Susan Jones  Maureen McKeough

Members of the US Military

Cpl Benjamin Root, USMC
Blake Stearnes, USN
SSgt Chuck Romero, USAF
Ryan Campbell, USN
AS2 Lisa McDonald, USN
CPT Mitch Wear, USArmy
Thomas Scheuerman, USArmy

January & February Report

Cases 52
Persons Served 112
Volunteer Hours Served 177
Assistance Given
Types of assistance given:
Rent / Lodging— (22) $8,058.03
Utilities— (16) $3,184.16
Public Transportation— (2) $291.18
Medical/RX— (3) $290.00
Auto Upkeep (4) $268.10
Services/Documents—(1) $105.00
Household Upkeep (1) $56.00
TOTAL ASSISTANCE GIVEN—$12,288.47

Donation Totals:
Pink Envelopes— (95) $6,563.34
Memorials (2), $100.00
TOTAL INCOME—$6,663.34

As the year started, the Society has seen
requests for rental assistance increase
substantially. Unfortunately, resulted in our
assistance given being substantially more
than our income in January and February.

As always, the Society extends our deepest
appreciation to all who have continued to give
generously. Your contributions provide our
only regular source of funding, so your
continued support is very important to
serving those in need.

COME JOIN IN THE WORK OF THE SOCIETY!!
While many participate in our work by giving
financial support, additional staffing is always
welcome too. The Society is open from 9am
to 11am every Thursday and on the first
Saturday of each month. Volunteers can work
at their convenience, serving as greeters and
interviewers, as well as assisting with paper-
work and record keeping. If you are interest-
ed in joining this Blessed work, please call the
office at 417-625-1085, or drop by for a visit at
512 East 32nd Street, Suite #108.



Masking remains recommended at St. Mary’s

You no longer have to wear a mask if you have been vaccinated.
The Sign of Peace will be reinstated in a safe way at this time.
All weekend Ministers will be reintroduced with masks.
Donations will continue to be placed at the baptismal font and south exits.

This Weekend’s Ministry Schedule March 19-20

4:30 Mass 8:00 Mass 10:00 Mass
Altar Servers Altar Servers Altar Servers
Volunteer Brenda Glynn Edie Nolan
Volunteer Volunteer Kayden Williams
Eucharistic Minister Eucharistic Minister Eucharistic Minister
John Olson Enrico Esguerra Theresa Adams
Mary Olson Scott Lone Volunteer
Lector Lector Lector

Charlene Campbell Jeff Hughey Lisa Green

Ivan Johnson Rick Metsker Chris Perrey
Usher Usher Usher

Denis Desmond Chuck Crandon Pam Black

Ivan Johnson Martin O’Toole Warren Black
Jim Mobley Fred Wheeler Andy Ostmeyer
Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer
Oganist Organist Organist

Fran Cook Mary Ann Turk Fran Cook
Cantor Cantor Cantor

Mary Castleberry Jill Stamps Darlene Drury

NOTE: Eucharistic Ministers will need to hand sanitize and wear a mask.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 14096

Semiannual Food Drive for
Saint Peter’s Outreach House

March 5th—27th

LEAVE NON-PARISHABLE FOOD
ITEMS IN THE RED WAGONS

IN THE GATHERING AREA
(donations in the plastic jar to buy perishables)
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COMING UP NEXT ...

We invite SUNIOR HIGH students to join the vext two High School Youth Group
Gatherings. Please join us Wed., Warch 30, 7:00-%:30pm at St. Wary's as we
prepare for our outdoor Stations on Wed,, April 13, 7:00pwm, at WMerey Park, We will

be stationed arouvd the povd at WMerey Park so that we can walk and pray the
stations. We are in need of many helping hands from coloring each station and
making signs on WMareh 30 +to holding each station, handing out papers, reading/
leading the praver at each statiow, ete., on April 13, Many havds make light work.
Beantiful opportuvity for prayer and community servicel Thank vyou!

Rk kR kR RRRRRRRk kR Rk Rk Rk Rk ok

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND THE OUTDOOR STATIONS OF THE
CROSS LED BY THE JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH OF OUR
PARISH ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, AT 7:00PM. PLEASE JOIN US AT
MERCY PARK BY THE POND AS WE WALK, PRAY AND REMEMBER
JESUS’ LAST STEPS.




M(;/w fﬂ/’ Méﬁqm

Heavenly Father,
From age to age, you have never failed come to the aid of your people.
Bless and protect the people of Ukraine.

For those who have fled from their homes,
give them comfort and shelter.
For those who have stayed to fight,
give them courage in battle.
For those who have lost homes and livelihoods from missile attacks,
give them aid and the strength to rebuild.
For those who worship in the streets and in underground shelters,
hear their prayers and calm their fears.
For those who have died,
welcome them to the warmth of your embrace.

Make your presence known
in all the leaders that strive to protect them,
in all the neighbors who welcome them,
in all the clergy who serve them,
and in all people of good will who are praying for their safety.

For victory over evil, we pray — Lord, have mercy.
For courage over fear, we pray — Christ, have mercy.
For everlasting peace, we pray — Lord, have mercy.
Our Lady of Ukraine, pray for us.

Our Lady of Kyiv, pray for us.

Our Lady of Pochiv, prayer for us.

Springfield-Cape Girardeau Amen.

SOURCE: RITA THIRON, FDLC (FEDERATION OF DIOCESAN LITURGICAL COMMISSIONS)

Camp Re-NEW-ALL registration

Camp is open to campers going into 5th-9th grade in the Fall, high
D . school staff going into 10th-12th grade, and adult staff. Parents and
grandparents are invited to volunteer, too! Brochures are available in
the altar server room at the east end of the gathering area.

Apply online at https://dioscg.org/camp-re-new-all
or contact Katie at the Catholic Center at 417-866-0841
or knewton@dioscg.org.




JOPLIN AREA

CATHOLIC

S CHOOTLS

JACS return to school: Guidance for Return to School information may be found on the JACS
website: https://www.jacss.org/about/covid-19/ Please see the information under Updated COVID
Guidance—Jan. 2022

Inclement Weather

In the event of inclement weather, Parents/ Guardians will be notified of JACS closings via School
Messenger.

JACS Calendar
JACS Spring Break will be March 21%' through March 25®, 2022.

JACS Enrollment
Enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year will be starting soon. If you are currently not a part of our JACS
Family, please take an opportunity to learn more about our quality schools and opportunities. Check out

our website and contact Marla Testerman, Admissions Coordinator at mtesterman(@jacss.org or at (417)
624-5003.

JACS Auction Donations

The annual auction is scheduled for Saturday, April 30. And we are seeking items to include in baskets or
as live auction items. Items include:

* Kitchen and cooking items

* Children’s toys and books

* Branson activities or timeshare

* Movie night at home

* Car care

* Golfing related items

* KC Chiefs, KC Royals and St. Louis Cardinals items

Or check out our Amazon Wish List
https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/20VCP9Z6A2TVP/guest-view

If you would like to donate, please contact auctionadmin@jacss.org or call 417-624-5003 ext. 207.

St. Peter’s Middle School Play

Please join us as St. Peter’s Middle School and St. Mary’s Elementary students present “Newsies JR”. Per-
formances will be on Friday, April 1* at 7:00, Saturday, April 2" at 4:30 and Sunday, April 3" at 2:00 in
the McAuley MPR.

Prayer is the spring of all virtues.

-Sister Catherine McAuley, Sisters of Mercy founder
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Grow in your faith,

ONEYPARISH rdeios and’

O l \ (y Catholic Community
www.Club609.com (=3 A

Hi-Point Liquor & Smoke Shop

417-206-4559 Open 7 Days a Week

Steve Williams/Sally Robinson-Owners
5211 S. Range Line Joplin
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602 S H1 B A Joplin, MO 64803  gscheurich@cncmp.com
Consider Rememberin; o Rl Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
I{?_I]E[?eal’s Mowillg, .‘f.--’-\ e v Wil% Jo p 50 , Missouri 64801 go of the Sea of the United States ofAmeﬂca
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417-208-7921 ¥ . ’ . 8 eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
please call the Parish Office. www. [ hornhillDillon.com www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. .
‘ ‘ i It Is Through Their Subport That This Bulletin Is Made Possible. e

Fm p“m Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call
J.S. Paluch at 1-855-685-5703

CATHOLIC
SUPPLY*

OF ST. LOUIS, INC.

Mary Plunkett
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(417) 825-1042)
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Fr. Joe Weidenbenner, Pastor

Fr. Brian J. Straus, Associate Pastor
brianjstraus@gmail.com
Office Mailing and Shipping Address:
3035 S Central City Rd, Joplin, MO 64804
417-623-3333 « Fax 417-623-4015
E-mail: church@stmarysparishjoplin.com
Website: https://stmaryschurchjoplin.com/
Facebook: St. Mary’s Catholic Church Joplin, MO
Office Hours: Monday — Friday, 8:00 am — 4:30 pm

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil Mass—4:30 pm
Sunday—=8:00 and 10:00 am
Tuesday—>5:15 pm
Wednesday through Friday—7:00 am

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 3:00—4:00 pm or by appointment.

ADORATION
Thursday, 7:30 am—7:00 pm

PARISH STAFF

Stephanie M. Elbert, Secretary

John England, Custodian

Stephen Baich, Bookkeeper

Patty Wheeler, Parish Council President

DIRECTOR of Joplin Area Catholic Schools
Sister Julie Brandt, SSND, 624-5003

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

Joanne Lown, St. Mary Grade School (P-5)

Dr. Emily Yoakam, St. Peter’'s Middle School (6-8) and
McAuley Catholic High School (9-12)

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

Missouri Place Offices
512 East 32nd Suite 108
Joplin, MO 64804
417 625-1085
E-mail: svdpjoplin@hotmail.com
Website: svdpjomo.org
Hours: Every Thursday—9:00 to 11:00 am
Second Saturday—9:00 to 11:00 am

Providing help with utility, rent, medical, prescriptions,
transportation, and other needs.

SACRAMENTS

BAPTISM: Parents are to be registered in the Parish.
Call for an appointment and visit. Preparation classes
are required. Schedule will be given at appointment time.

Sacrament of Matrimony: Arrange for a date at the
Parish Office at least 8 months prior to your wedding. All
diocesan regulations must be fulfilled.

RCIA: For adults inquiring into the Catholic faith, to learn
more about being Catholic, or interested in becoming
Catholic. For more information contact the Parish Office.

ANNOINTING OF THE SICK: Those that are preparing
for surgery, suffer from a chronic iliness, an addiction, or
the effects of aging may receive this Sacrament by
calling the Parish Office.

BULLETIN DEADLINE

All bulletin articles must be e-mailed or dropped off at
the Parish Office by Noon on Monday for the
following weekend'’s issue.

Holidays subject to longer lead times.

Please e-mail bulletin articles to:
church@stmarysparishjoplin.com

Welcome!

We extend our hands and hearts in Christian fellowship to you here, whether longtime residents or newly arrived in the
parish. If you are not registered, please fill out the form below and place in collection basket or mail to the Parish Office.
ALL ADULTS, 18 YEARS OLD AND NO LONGER IN SCHOOL, MUST REGISTER IN THEIR OWN NAME.

NAME PHONE # in FAMILY

ADDRESS CITY ZIP

UNew Parishioner UNew Address UNew Phone UMoving, please remove from parish list.




CHURCH NAME AND ADDRESS
St. Mary #565600
3035 S Central City Rd
Joplin, MO 64804

TELEPHONE
417 623-3333

CONTACT PERSON
Stephanie

SOFTWARE
MSPublisher 2007
Adobe Acrobat 9.0
Windows XP Professional

PRINTER
HP Officejet 7310

TRANSMISSION TIME
Tuesday 1:00

NUMBER OF PAGES SENT
1 through 11

SUNDAY DATE OF PUBLICATION
March 20, 2022

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

Please send 275 bulletins this week
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